








Edward Joseph Casimir Kryskow was a Flying Officer (service number J22366) in the Royal
Canadian Air Force (RCAF), serving with 156 Squadron of the Royal Air Force's Pathfinder Force
during World War Il. He was a bomb aimer, a critical role responsible for targeting and releasing
bombs during air raids.

Wartime Service

Key Missions and Squadrons

Kryskow participated in several significant bombing missions over Europe, often flying in Avro
Lancaster bombers. His name appears on crew lists for multiple sorties, particularly in late 1943
and early 1944, including raids on Stuttgart, Leipzig, Kassel, Dusseldorf, and Berlin.

He was frequently assigned as a replacement bomb aimer for other crews, indicating his skill and
reliability. Notably, he flew with the crew of Warrant Officer John Edwin ‘Jack’ Thomas on several
missions, stepping in for the regular bomb aimer.

Leipzig Raid and Evasion

On the night of 19/20 February 1944, Kryskow was the bomb aimer aboard Lancaster 11l JA921
(code GT:Q) of 156 Squadron, which was shot down near Eemnes, Netherlands, during a raid on
Leipzig.

The crew suffered heavy casualties: the pilot, flight engineer, navigator, and most gunners were
killed or went missing. Kryskow survived and successfully evaded capture in Holland, making
him one of the few "evaders" from his crew.

Recognition and Records

Kryskow's evasion after being shot down is documented in official records, including the UK
National Archives, which notes his status as an evader in Holland from 19 February 1944.

His name appears in various squadron and aircrew records, confirming his participation in
multiple high-risk operations with both Canadian and British airmen.

Legacy

Edward Joseph Casimir Kryskow is remembered for his bravery and resilience, particularly his
survival and evasion after the loss of his aircraft. His service with the elite Pathfinder Force
underscores his expertise and the trust placed in him by his commanders.



